EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY DRESS

The shape of the corset of the eighteenth century did not
vary to anything like the degree of that of the seventeenth.
Within ten years or so of the beginning of the century the
very stiff, high stays had been supplanted by a kind which,
though still laced tightly to the waist, did not materially
interfere with nature's original plans for the feminine form.
The gowns were all boned from breast to waist and usually
finished by lacing down the front to a slight V. This shape
remained unchanged until the 'sixties, when the waist-line
gradually dropped to a few inches below the normal and
the V-front was slightly more exaggerated. Throughout
the 'seventies tight lacing became more and more usual
until, once again, in the 'eighties, we find the tiny waist
and the breasts forced upward, thus fostering a fashion
for a pigeon-breasted effect which was exaggerated by the
addition of stiffened fichus and frilled and flowered collars.

One remarkable feature of women's attire, that re-
mained with very few exceptions universally fashionable,
was the eighteenth-century sleeve, tight fitting from
shoulder to elbow and terminating in an excessive
display of layered lace frills or fine, embroidered lawn,
gathered and arranged so that the layers fell away from the
elbow almost to the wrist. Bows of ribbon and goffered
frills were usually worn just above the lace frills, and some-
times, following the masculine fashions of the time, cuffs
were worn.

Sleeves became popular soon after the beginning
of the century and remained in favour for about ninety
years, when they were eventually supplanted by the tight-
fitting long sleeve or the extremely short one so typical of
Empire fashion.

During the 'twenties and 'thirties, when the contouche
and loose-fitting over-gowns were so very popular, the
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